
 

The Enlightenment era’s ideals were far from fully  

realized: The tolerance of the atrocity of slavery and the near 

extermination of Native Americans  

The Enlightenment era ideals of freedom and equality for all, democracy, basic individual 

human rights and using reason to determine action, advanced societies greatly. But they had 

(and we still have) a long way to go. Many Enlightenment era Europeans’ and Americans’ 

understanding of who was fully human was tragically deficient. Racist atrocities during the 

Enlightenment era resulted from faulty information and evil people, not Enlightenment ideals. 

Slavery pre-existed the Enlightenment era, but the large Transatlantic slave trade was 

facilitated during the era by advancements in weaponry and their production processes, the 

ability to travel, and to produce ships that could carry large numbers of people. Unfortunately, 

advancements in science and technology, a major characteristic of the Enlightenment era, have 

always resulted in advancements in the abuse of science and technology.  

The Enlightenment transformations were imperfect and incomplete advancements, as 

have been all others. Basic individual human rights were not extended in the U.S. and Europe 

to races other than the white race, and to women, until well after the Enlightenment, and even 

in the 21st century this extension is far from complete.  

Social orders dominated by elite powers of monarchy and nobility were inhumane, and 

eliminated based on Enlightenment philosophy. We now are in period where a kind of 

aristocracy is again dominating our social order. This book will describe some of the resulting 

dysfunction and injustices.  

So we need a New Enlightenment, one where all people independent of race and sex share 

in its benefits. But these benefits will be largest for those currently most disadvantaged by the 

unjust social order now. 

If African Americans were justly compensated for their labor as slaves, what would the 

assets received then be worth today? Also, a hundred years of Jim Crow laws and economic 

oppression from other forms of discrimination followed the theoretical emancipation of the 

slaves. The result is that African Americans now have 1/20 the per capita wealth of whites.  

Although not targeted to benefit any specific race, New Enlightenment reforms will 

reduce disparities between the races. But to what degree should we further correct disparities 

resulting from injustices of the past? This will best be answered after the true democracy and 

other social reforms of the New Enlightenment.   
 


