
FREE THE NEW ENLIGHTENMENT EXCERPT 

We will email you Policy 1 excerpted from The New Enlightenment. If instituted Policy 1 will: 

 End unemployment (or reduce it to historic lows) mainly by reducing full-time work hours 

10%, to 36 hours per week—less work time per worker requires more workers. In 1850, the 

average number of weekly work hours of an industrial worker was roughly 66 hours or 11 

hours per day, six days per week. Productivity advancements allowed popular movements to 

succeed in establishing a 40 hour a week national standard about 75 years ago when 

productivity was about one-fifth what it is today. We are well past due for a popular 

movement demanding full-time work hour reductions again, and a reduction to 36 hours per 

week is a conservative first step toward more substantial reductions.   

 Create a minimum tax-free annual income of $34,980 for full-time work. Expanding and 

reforming the EITC and raising the minimum wage will accomplish this. Economic stimulus 

effect will boost demand for workers, further reducing unemployment. Despite 10% fewer 

work hours, and consequently as much as 10% lower compensation from the workplace, 

people’s take-home income whose income now is under $160,000 will rise, and rise 

proportionally more the lower the income due to lower taxes, the EITC or the higher 

minimum wage. 

 Eliminate the worker half of payroll tax. This alone will almost sufficiently raise take-home 

income to compensate for workplace income reduction resulting from the full-time work 

hour reduction for all workers covered under the work hour reduction policy. Also, policy 2 

details income tax rate changes that include eliminating the income tax on incomes under 

$50,000 and reduction of the income tax on incomes between $50,000 and $160,000. 

 

Please go to the Contact Us page fill and out the contact form with your name, email address, 

and “request for Policy 1” in the comments section. Policy 1 is one of 34 public policies in The 

New Enlightenment that will, if instituted, lift tens of millions of Americans out of poverty to a 

standard of living that now exists in the middle class, substantially improve the standard of living 

of tens of millions more, create a true democracy and have other major beneficial impacts. These 

policy results will occur while GDP increases and over a $500 billion annual federal budget 

surplus is created. Several thousands of hours of research, analysis, computational and 

development work resulted in The New Enlightenment’s comprehensive programs. The costs or 

revenue gains that will result from instituting each policy is included.  
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